UVioL I\ U

CLAIREE. Since when doyert
tree weeks. It’s in my foyer and up the stairs. It

fave track lighting?

TSeen Nim 10 AgCS. TIOW 18 et

OUISER. MI brought you all some tomatoes. First of the
season. I didn’t expect to see you in town, Shelby.
SHELBY. Well, I'm here.

OUISER. Take some tomatoes back home with you. There’s plenty.
Boy! Your hair’s short. Looks good! '

u ~ rrer=Cmrer ~VES TOTToOCS. . T
smea wfns in the kitchen.

TRUVY. ™

#fs you have become aniacfedible gourmet

rstarafried all Jackson wanted was meat
spkaBles Jastthe way his mama made them...
~But I've broken hinteLthat. I even got some pate
ast week. He swore it was dog food™Je . Joved it,

OUISER. Clairee. How many tomatoes do you want? Tomatoes
have no calories and are full of... (She throws away a wormy rotlen
one.) ...things.

CLAIREE. Ouiser, you're almost chipper today. Why are you in
such a good mood? Did you run over a small child or something?

OUISER. Do you or do you not want tomatoes?

CLAIREE. Don't give me all of em.

OUISER. Somebody’s got to take them. I hate em. I try not to eat
healthy food if T can help it. The sooner this body wears out the
better off 'Ll be. I have trouble getting enough grease into my diet.
ANNELLE. Then why do you grow them?

OUISER. I am an old Southern woman. We're supposed to put on
funny-looking hats and ugly old dresses and grow vegetables in the
dirt. Don’t ask me why. I don’t make the rules.
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SHELBY. Health is the most important thing, Miss Ouiser. Trust
me on this.

OUISER. And. While I have everyones attention. This morning I
went to my mailbox and found that someone... (Directed at Annelle.)
has put me on the mailing list for the Riverview Baptist Church.
Lucky me. I am now receiving chain letters for Christ.

ANNELLE. They arent chain letters. Theyre part of my prayer
groups “Reach out and touch” project. We were each supposed to
write somebody in the community that we thought might be in
spiritual trouble and invite them to worship. (Ouiser plops down a
big wad of mail.) I guess you made everybody’s list.

QUISER. I think it is in the worst possible taste to pray for perfect
strangers.

CLAIREE. “Reach out” to QOuiser and you’ll pull back a bloody
stump. Shelby! I just realized! You've saved me a phone call. Next
Friday Sis Orelle and I are driving up to Monroe and wed like to
take you and Jackson to dinner if we may.

DLk T, - . L ™ Y =4 N 4 V. YV 1lc C U d UIT

CBAIREE 'Thici-c"' setrmdeitttesitty bot-weretonm oUp
~Lo-goto-theLitde—Hheatref We have tickets to a play.
RL did’t-knew-yourweni-te-sec-anrhinethat-drdpPliave a

odlpost at either end.

CLAIREE. Up to now, I haven’t. But Sis and I decj@€d at bridge one
day that wageeded to keep up. We wanted to€xpose ourselves to a
little more culdwge. And that’s not easy 46 come by in this neck of
the woods.

TRUVY. Exactly what adeyou #xposing” yourself to?

CLAIREE. I dor’t know. g6mething. The last thing we saw there
was pretty good. It wag/Shakespedsg. I was a little apprehensive at
first, but you know what? When you gétight down to it...he writes
pretty straightfo#ivard stuft. I have to admit™{ien they hide behind
curtains ang/put little masks over their faces toNQol people...that
got kindt silly. Sis fell for it, but I didn’t.

OUJBER. Sis Orelle is so dumb. She thinks Sherlock Holwes is a
subdivision.
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SHEERT

GLAIREE—Asyway-Si5and I like 1t so much, were planning a tr

trip ew York.

TRUVY. York?! Oh, Clairee. 'm green witherfvy. Promise me o
you'll go to the irsfloor of Bloomingdalgefnd come back and tell |

i
i

me everything. WomadmsQay sa impossible to walk through
there and not get made i
CLAIREE. Weresertl talking. I’m scared toseath of getting ona plane. {‘
TRUY¥ s a piece of cake. You're safer flying than e jn a car. "1

- . T |
SHELBY. Miss Ouiser. Why don’t you go to Monroe with Miss ﬁ‘
Clairee? 3(
OUISER. I am not exposing myself to anything. ,%’
CLAIREE. You should broaden your horizons. ‘f

OUISER. You broaden your horizons your way. I'll broaden my
horizons mine. I have plans next Friday. I'm going to Shreveport to
have my colors done.

CLAIREE. Your what?
OUISER. I'm going to get my colors done. I'm going to find out if
'm a summer or spring or fall or winter. It's a present from Owen.

CLAIREE. What are you talking about?

OUISER. Every person has a particular coloring...summer, spring,
so on. You determine what season you are, then you know what |
colors look best on you. Then youre given samples of the colors .
that are in your palette. It's most helpful when you shop for clothes.
It gives you fashion courage.
CLAIREE. That is the stupidest thing I have ever heard of.
OUISER. It’s all the rage.
SHELBY. A lot of my friends in Monroe have had it done.
TRUVY. There’s a quiz.onthat 1de-&mémnght I
7 - OUISER. Why don’t you have it done, Shelby? You're so fashion-
,g; conscious.

SHELBY. No. ’'m scared to. I might find out that pink is not in my
palette and I'm not sure I could live with that.
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CLAIREE. I have heard it all. Well. T am going to the theatre. I am
going to support the arts in our area.

OUISER. Tl write a check. I will support art. I just don't want to
see it.

CLAIREE. It wouldn't harelip you, you know.

QUISER. Lets get one thing straight. I don’t see plays because I can
nap at home for free. I don’t see movies because they’re all trash
and full of naked people. And I don’t read books because if they’re
any good, they’ll be made into a miniseries.

SHELBY. I'm surprised you and Daddy don’t get along any better
than you do. Miss Ouiser? How're things with Owen? I try to check
t up on you, but I haven’t been able to lately.

1 OUISER. They're alright. I enjoy his company...on occasion.

| CLAIREE. I can report that the Sherwood Florist delivery truck
‘ stops by her house at least twice a week.

QUISER. He knows I like fresh flowers.

CLAIREE. AndI can report that a strange car is parked in her garage
at least once a week.

OUISER. There. My secret’s out. 'm having an affair with a Mercedes-
Benz.

|

|

|

|

|
A TRUVY. Ouiser. Forgive me. I have been dying to ask this. Are you
i and Owen...you know?
‘ ’i CLAIREE. Wait, wait wait! ] have to get a mental picture of this.

|

OUISER. A dirty mind is a terrible thing to waste. Not that it's any

; of anyone’s business, but no. We are friends. He would like more.
b I'm dealing with that. But I am old and set in my ways.

& CLAIREE.-At herageshe-showutd-bePTaying “Beartire-Stocie-Strem

gl TRILVY. Shelby? When-aresiou-going-te-beims-thr-bmrtryof o
] STILELBY- Okl bromshapiet —
TRITW T—T'\Q I‘\Q Tfunor] qr‘n]r 1'-'"\;




